23 Prepositions with other meanings

Last year | went to the Hay-on-Wyc? book
festival. | went with my two best friends,
and we went by bus. It was great — we
went to a really funny and interesting
talk by Charlie Higson. He wrote the
Young James Bond booke.

1 by
We use by to talk about
e a way of travelling:
We went to Hay by bus.
Dave goes to work by bike.
e a way of communicating:
I keep in touch with all my friends by email.
e a way of paying for something:
I pay for my shopping by credit card.
(But we pay for something in cash or by cash.)

A X Amanda-geesto-work-byfoot: v Amanda goes to work on foot.

We also use by to say who wrote or produced something:
The ‘Young James Bond’ books are by Charlie Higson.
‘Guernica’ is a famous painting by Pablo Picasso.

The play ‘Macbeth’ was written by Shakespeare.

by with passive form of verb » Unit 96.3

2 with
We use with to mean ‘together”:
I went to Hay with my two best friends.
My parents are on holiday with my brother at the moment.

We can also use with to say what we use to do something:
He pushed the door open with his foot.

3 as, like

We use as for a person’s job, or to say what something is used for:
Martin works as a waiter in the evenings.
You can use the side of a book as a ruler.

We use like when we mean ‘similar to’:
Debbie’s very beautiful — she looks like a model. (She isn’t a model.)
This tastes like chocolate. (It isn’t chocolate.)

A We don't use like when we talk about someone’s job. We use as:
X Alexworkstike-a-builder: « Alex works as a builder. (This is his job.)



1 Match the sentences 1-5 with the meanings A-F.

0 That picture is by Karen, when she
was at college.

1 That picture is of Karen, when she

was at college.

Karen usually goes to work on foot.

Karen catches the bus if she’s late.

Karen works as a photographer.

Karen looks like a photographer.

She is a photographer.
She walks to work.

She is in the picture.

She painted the picture.
She isn’t a photographer.
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She sometimes goes to work by bus.

2 Complete the conversation with the phrases A-H below.
DEXE} Listen and check.

SUE Did you go to any festivals last year?
AMY Yes, we went to one — a film festival in Liverpool.
SUE Really? Did you go (0) .. .H...?

AMY Yes. We went to a wonderful talk (1) .......... about
Indian films.
SUE  How did yougo—(2) .......... ?

AMY No, we didn’t drive. We went (3) ..........
But it was quite expensive — we had to pay
for the train fares (4) ...........
SUE  Mmm, but did you enjoy the festival?
AMY Yes, it was great — but Justin fell and hurt his foot
and he had towalk (5) .......... for weeks afterwards!
SUE Oh, no! Is he OK now?
AMY Yes. He got a book (6) ..........
he did those. He’s fine now.
SUE Good. Oh, I nearly forgot. When is the Ely festival
this year?
AMY Mmm, I've got the information at home. I'll send it to you (7)
SUE Great. Thanks.

with exercises in, and

A byemail C by car E by a famous fitness teacher G with a stick
B bytrain D by creditcard F by an Indian film director = H—withJustin

3 Complete the sentences with as or like. Listen and check.

Robert spent years ... 4s... a carpenter before he became a teacher.

Your brother really looks that footballer in Real Madrid.

Marina loves going to parties, most girls of her age.

You can use this sofa a bed. It’s really comfortable.

Mmm, your perfume smells roses. It's lovely.

The TV chef Gordon Ramsay trained

N w N = O

a footballer when he was young.

4 Change the sentences so they are true for you.

0 I pay for most things by cheque. I pay. fir. mast things in. cash.

I love music by Mozart.
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I always go to work by car.

¢ Go online for more practice 55



24 common phrases with prepositions

1 Phrases of place

PHRASE EXAMPLE
at home I'm usually at home in the evenings.
at  at school The children are at school next week so we can’t come.
at work Robert’s at work now — why don’t you call him there?
in in bed Teenagers often stay in bed till late.

on holiday Where are you going on holiday this year?

on I ——— Melissa’s in Rome on business this week.
(working there)

A We don’t use to with home, here or there:

X Pmtired1wvantto-goto-homenow:  I'm tired. I want to go home now.
2 Phrases of time
PHRASE MEANING EXAMPLE
at first in the beginning At first | was unhappy at college but now [ really like it.
at at last after a long time At last it stopped raining so we went outside.
at once immediately The ambulance arrived almost at once.
at the same time together You can’t watch TV and study at the same time.
in a hurry havetodo [ can’t talk now. I'm in a hurry.
something quickly
in in the end finally We solved the problem in the end, after a lot of work.
in time 2ty nelelTier Make sure you get home in time for dinner.
something
on on time at the right time  The plane left on time.

In time means ‘early enough for something’:
I didn’t arrive at the station in time for the six o’clock train, so I had to wait for the next one.

On time means ‘at the correct time’:
Last year 92 percent of South-East trains left on time.

3 Other common phrases

PHRASE MEANING EXAMPLE
by chance Zige(cjzltdi tnot P e We found this wonderful restaurant by chance.
% by mistake  YOU did not intend | sent that email by mistake — | didn’t want you
4 to do it to read it.
Ty loving someone in a My father says that he’s still in love with my
romantic way mother after twenty-five years!
in in public il SO | was very nervous the first time | spoke in public.
see/hear
in private where other people 5, e discuss your work in private?
can't see/hear
) . The motorway was closed because a car was
on fire burning .
on on fire.
on purpose  deliberately I didn’t get wet on purpose — | fell in the water.
for for sale you can buy it The house at the end of the road is for sale.

out of outoforder notworking The lift is out of order. We’ll have to use the stairs.



Practice

Complete the sentences with prepositions. Listen and check.

0 Which languages do you study ...4Z.... school in your country?

1 Canltalktoyou ... private after the class?

2 It's dangerous to drive and talk on a mobile phone ..... ... the same time.

3 Ireally like the handbag in the window. Isit ... ... sale?

4 The police found the money .......... chance when they searched the apartment.
S5 Ahmed travels to Switzerland every month ... business.

6 After nearly an hour, our bus arrived .......... last!

Complete the story with the correct words and phrases from the box.
at first atonce home in-a-hurry inthe end intime on fire

We had a terrible experience a few weeks ago. One evening, a friend of ours had dinner with
us, and we drove him to the station after our meal. We were quite late for his train so we left

we called the fire service. They arrived almost (4)

, and put the fire out. We were

lucky that they put the fire out (5) to save our kitchen — there wasn’t much

damage, so everything was OK (6)

Write the sentences again. Replace the underlined words with a common phrase.
0 I'm really sorry I took your coat — I didn’t do it deliberately.

There are five more mistakes with prepositions in the conversation.
Find and correct them. (BEXD Listen and check.

A Did you get tickets for Radiohead? A Well, I'm actually by holiday from work

B Yes, Idid. I had to phone the box office that day. I'll meet you to there.
about ten times but I got through B Can you meet me at 6.307? It starts at 8.00
ot the end. and I want to be there by time — at least an

A That’s great! hour before it starts.

B I've got tickets for Friday 15th — I'll be A Yes, that’s fine. I'll drive and park nearby,
on work that day, so I'll go straight from then I can drive you to home afterwards.

the office to Wembley Stadium. B Thanks. That’s great.





